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CONTACT: 


Diane Charles, Director of Corporate Communications

Art Van Furniture

dcharles@artvan.com  or 586-983-3022

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Art Van Furniture Unveils New Float for Thanksgiving Day Parade
Warren, MI, — Commemorating Art Van Furniture’s 20th year as a major supporter of America’s Thanksgiving Parade®, a new float deemed “Knights of the Chairtable Round Table” - a play on the word “Charitable” - will debut in Michigan’s nationally recognized parade. The new float is one of six new floats in this year’s parade. 
“Knights of the Chairtable Round Table” was designed by well-known artist Jimmie Thompson and includes a 12 foot Tiffany style lamp which illuminates and raises 18 feet, and a 7 foot boy riding an animated 10 foot long hobby horse.  Countless hours went into building the float by dedicated volunteers and artists including nine of Art Van Elslander’s grandchildren, who assisted in painting the clock towers.   

Art Van Furniture chairman and founder Art Van Elslander is a Grand Marshall of this year’s parade, along with Paul W. Smith of WJR 760 NewsRadio.  Fifty Art Van employees will be accompanying the float down Woodward Avenue dressed as knights and dragons. This new float joins Art Van Furniture’s legendary Flicker, the favorite dragon balloon.   

The new float helps to celebrate Art Van Furniture’s 50th year in business and its tradition of charitable giving throughout Michigan.  Other celebrations this year have included: 
· The Art Van Million Dollar Challenge awarding grants to 50 local Michigan organizations from $5,000 to $50,000 
· Charity Galas generating over $500,000 for hospitals in Detroit, Flint and Grand Rapids
 “I believe it is our responsibility to give back, when you’re fortunate to be as successful as we’ve been for five decades,” said Art Van Elslander. “The Parade is always a highlight of the year for our community, our company and my family. It is an honor to once again be part of this important Michigan event.”  
About Art Van Furniture
Celebrating its 50th anniversary, Art Van Furniture is Michigan's largest furniture retailer and America's largest independent furniture retailer, operating 31 stores in 29 communities throughout Michigan, a full service e-commerce website plus a new freestanding bedding store in Canton Michigan, ‘Art Van Pure Sleep.’  The company was recently named “2009 Furniture Retailer of the Year” by Furniture Today. The company is family-owned and headquartered in Warren, Michigan.  For more information, visit artvan.com.
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