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      Art Van Elslander is Founder and Chairman of Art Van Furniture, Michigan's largest furniture retailer.  Headquartered in Warren, Michigan, Art Van Furniture is ranked in the top 20 of the leading 100 U.S. furniture stores.

Van Elslander opened his first store, a 4,000-square foot unit, in 1959. The family-owned company now operates 30 stores throughout Michigan and employs approximately 2,500 people and is celebrating it’s 50 Anniversary.
Van Elslander built his company with a deep understanding that “buildings are just brick and mortar, but the heartbeat of a company is its people.” Through empowerment and support, he has secured a unique loyalty from his employees.  They in turn back his commitment to customer satisfaction.  
His business savvy and ground breaking practices have earned him the respect of the industry and many of his marketing initiatives have been mimicked by others.  His accomplishments have been highlighted through many awards including: National Home Furnishings Association Retailer of the Year; the Spirit of Life Award from City of Hope and the National Home Furnishings and Consumer Electronics Industry; and the Michigan Retailers Association Retailer of the Year Award. He has also been inducted into the American Furniture Hall of Fame.

Giving back to the community is also a priority of Van Elslander.  In 1990, he made a donation to Michigan's Thanksgiving Day Parade, saving the organization from a major financial crisis.  Since then, he has been a major contributor each year to assure the parade's continued success, now known as America’s Thanksgiving Parade®.

His philanthropy reaches far and includes support for programs for those with disabilities, education for underprivileged youth, the homeless and others in need.  Cancer research and research in ophthalmology are also among the areas receiving his assistance.  He has made significant contributions to the Van Elslander Cancer Center and the Van Elslander Family Pavilion at St. John Health System, the Van Elslander Center at St. Vincent De Paul and The David Hermelin Brain Cancer Center at Henry Ford Health System.

His generosity has earned him several awards including:  Humanitarian Award - American Jewish Committee; Greater Detroit Outstanding Philanthropist Of The Year; the Goodfellow of the Year Recipient; the University of Detroit Mercy President's Medallion Award; the B'nai B'rith Award and the Boystown of Italy Award; Detroit News Michiganian of the Year; and the WXYZ TV7 (ABC) Diversity Award. 

Currently, Van Elslander sits on the boards of St. John Health Foundation and CNBS Financial.

Van Elslander and his family have been honored by Angels’ Place, the Michigan Cancer Foundation, the Catholic Youth Organization, the Michigan Patrons of the Arts (Artrain), the National Anti-Defamation League American Heritage Award, and The Parade Company.
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